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ñHealthy Waterways are the Heart of Local Actionò 
 

Volunteers work for free but not for nothing. 
Our vision is healthy waterways 
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Environmental Water Outcomes:  
 
Manningham Council Plan 2017ð2021 
 

¶ Support the protection of the green wedge and natural species. 
 

¶ Sustainable management, monitoring and enhancement for the natural environment. 
 

¶ Foster community partnerships in protecting natural spaces, parks, rivers and creeks. 
 

¶ Advocates for integrated water management, utilizing stormwater harvesting for domestic use 
and offsetting potable usage and sewerage connection advocacy. 

 

¶ Has progressed the implementation of Councilôs Strategic Water Management Plan and Water 
Sensitive Urban design program. 

 

¶ Build community awareness and support of environmental issues. 
 

¶ Optimise the management of our energy, waste and water. 
 

¶ Demonstrate leadership in sustainable and innovative environmental practices. 

 
Generation 2030 Strategy 
 

¶ Is creating a strong, vibrant and well connected community that values its  
 unique lifestyle and the protection of our natural spaces.  
 

¶ Has fostered greater community understanding and participation in  
 open space, bushland rivers and creek restoration. 
 

¶ Enhanced the preservation and protection of our network of waterways. 

 
Green Wedge Action Plan 2020 
 

¶ Continued community engagement in the Domestic Waste Management Plan, Strategic  Water 
Management Plan, and Storm Water Management Plan. 

 

¶ Improved Council understanding of local ecological health through  
 ecological monitoring and research. 
 

¶ Encouraged a sense of place and community spirit in the Green Wedge and leadership 
through rewarding and empowering long-term stewards for the environment. 

 
Manningham Securing the Future Strategy 
 

¶ Assisting with monitoring extreme climate risks including flood events, reduction in biodiversity, 
drought, and other ecological pressures on our waterways and aquatic ecosystems.  

 
Manningham Healthy City Plan  
 

¶ Works towards a sustainable environment by making decisions and taking actions that reduce 
the impact on the natural environment.  

Manningham Community Monitoring Network 

10 Years of Waterwatch 
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Mullum Mullum Creek  

Waterwatch Vision for Manninghamõs Waterways 
 
To ensure current and future generations are empowered and actively involved in the sustainable use 
and management of our catchments. 
 
Waterwatch helps the community understand water quality issues and how to manage them within 
catchments so as to create healthy waterways and promote  the sustainable use of this precious and 
limited resource. 



 

Manningham City Council is situated 18 

kilometres to the east of Melbourne. The 

Yarra River forms the boundary of the 

municipality to the north and Koonung Creek 

to the south. Manninghamôs creeks support 

one of the largest networks of parks and open 

space in metropolitan Melbourne. 

 

These waterways are a valued part of the 

local landscape and provide an important 

habitat and wildlife corridor linkage between 

the urban and peri-urban environments. Our 

local creeks and the Yarra River also provide 

a valuable aquatic ecosystem to fish, 

macroinvertebrates, frogs and other aquatic 

animals.  

 

The parks and reserves associated with these 

waterways form a linear network of natural 

and modified bushland, open parkland and 

semi-rural open space. Large open spaces 

include Ruffey Lake Park, Westerfolds Park, 

Mullum Mullum Creek Linear Park, 

Warrandyte State Park, Currawong Bush Park 

and the 100 Acres Reserve.  

Manningham Catchments  

 

Manningham Community Monitoring Network 

10 Years of Waterwatch 

Manningham's Waterways 
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The environmental values of 

Manninghamôs waterways 

include in-stream habitat, 

recreational and landscape 

amenity, indigenous vegetation, 

tourism, aquatic ecosystems, 

wildlife corridors and areas of 

biological significance. 

 

Identifying and protecting these 

environmental values is 

important to develop an overall 

health assessment, and to 

effectively establish a long term 

vision and management strategy. 

 

The Importance of Reporting on Waterway Health 

Manningham Waterwayôs Environmental Values 

Water quality refers to the 

physical, chemical and biological 

characteristics of water in a 

waterway. Over the past 150 

years our catchments have 

undergone significant change. 

Urban development, vegetation 

removal, grazing, increases in 

hard surfaces and construction 

of stormwater systems have all 

meant that the health of our local 

waterways are under threat. 

Water quality and waterway 

problems have a flow on effect, 

not only for Manninghamôs 

creeks, but also the Yarra River 

and Port Phillip Bay. 

 

Regular monitoring and reporting 

will provide an update on 

conditions and help 

management actions to improve 

waterway health.  

Yarra River, Pound Bend 

Manningham Community Monitoring Network 

10 Years of Waterwatch 
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Brushy Creek 
 

Brushy Creek has only a short 

section of waterway within the 

Manningham municipality. The 

creek enters Manningham at 

Lower Homestead Road one 

kilometre from its confluence with 

the Yarra River. 

 
 

 

Jumping Creek 

 

Jumping Creek is situated within 

Manningham's Green Wedge. 

Much of the riparian vegetation is 

still intact and provides a 

significant wildlife corridor for a 

range of native fauna, platypus, 

indigenous fish and birds. The 

upper catchment is located in the 

urban suburb of Warranwood 

and Croydon North. The 

catchment is predominantly 

made up of semi-rural and small 

pasture properties.  

 

 

Koonung Creek 
 

Koonung Creek runs along the 

southern border of the 

municipality. The creek has been 

significantly modified during the 

construction of the Eastern 

Freeway. Water sensitive urban 

design wetlands have been built 

to protect the creekôs water 

quality and provides habitat for 

wildlife.  

Brushy Creek, Wonga Park  

Jumping Creek, Wonga Park 

Koonung Creek, Doncaster 

Manningham Community Monitoring Network 

10 Years of Waterwatch 

Manninghamôs Waterways 
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Andersons Creek, Warrandyte 

Mullum Mullum Creek, Donvale   

Ruffey Creek, Templestowe   

Mullum Mullum Creek 

 

Mullum Mullum Creek divides the 

municipality in two distinct 

topographic and land use areas. To 

the west of Mullum Mullum Creek 

are the highly urbanised suburbs of 

Bulleen, Templestowe, Doncaster 

and Donvale. To the east are the 

more non-urban suburbs of Park 

Orchards, Warrandyte and Wonga 

Park.  

 

 

 

Ruffey Creek 

 

Ruffey Creek flows through the 

highly urbanised suburbs of 

Doncaster, Doncaster East, 

Templestowe and Lower 

Templestowe. Ruffey Lake acts as a 

stormwater detention basin and 

provides an environmental and 

recreational resource for the 

municipality.   

 

 
 

Andersons Creek 
 

Andersons Creek is approximately 8 

kilometres long and has two main 

tributaries, Andersons Creek branch 

and the Harris Gully branch. The 

headwaters of Andersons Creek is in 

the highly urbanised suburb of 

Ringwood North and flows in a 

northerly direction through the 

suburbs of Park Orchards and 

Warrandyte. Andersons Creek 

discharges into the Yarra River at 

Everard Drive, Warrandyte.  

Manninghamôs Waterways 

10 Years of Waterwatch 

Manningham Community Monitoring Network 

10 Years of Waterwatch 
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Septic tanks that are poorly maintained (if at all) 

result in the discharge of effluent to local stormwater 

drains which also discharge into local waterways.   

 

It is necessary to identify wastewater threats and 

their likely impact on a range of public health, 

environmental and economic values.  

 

Greywater contaminants vary from house to house 

and depend, amongst other factors, on the number 

of persons living in the house, their lifestyles and 

ages.  

Manningham Community Monitoring Network 

10 Years of Waterwatch 

In 2007, when Waterwatch Monitoring 

began, there were 4,620 local septic 

systems in use in Manningham.  

 

Of these properties 60% discharged 

untreated greywater (waste from all fixtures 

other than toilet, eg remaining bathroom 

fixtures, kitchen sink, and laundry fixtures) 

directly into stormwater drains. These 

stormwater drains discharge highly 

polluted, highly concentrated household 

greywater directly into our local creeks.   

 

The majority of these septic systems were 

installed in Manningham from the late 

1950ôs up until 1997. These waste water 

systems were considered temporary 

solutions, with property owners permitted 

to discharge treated black water or 

untreated greywater into stormwater as an 

interim measure while the construction of 

Melbourneôs sewerage system network 

was being built.  
Mullum Mullum Creek Algal bloom, February 2009. 

Household Wastewater Pollution  

Un-sewered Manningham  

Septic Systems in Manningham 
2007  

10 



 

ear infections, or waterborne hepatitis can 

produce greywater with considerable loads of 

bacteria or viruses. Households with people living 

with a chronic infectious condition (e.g. 

tuberculosis) may also produce greywater with 

increased infection risks.  

 

Adults, children and animals that come into 

contact with contaminated creeks or river water 

may experience diarrhoea, stomach infections, 

ear, eye and throat infections as a result of high 

levels of E.coli present in the water.  

Greywater from bathrooms, laundries and 

kitchen sinks can contain appreciable 

amounts of soaps and detergents, fabric 

softener, shampoo, hair conditioner, 

toothpaste, medicines, disinfectants, food 

particles, pesticides, dyes, cosmetics, lint and 

other fibres. Human waste products can 

include saliva, sweat, body oils, hair, blood, 

and some urine and faecal matter.  

 

Households with inhabitants suffering from 

acute diseases such as gastroenteritis, eye or  

Common Contaminants in Household Greywater 

Generic Domestic Wastewater Threats  

Manningham Domestic Wastewater Management Plan 

Manningham Community Monitoring Network 

10 Years of Waterwatch 
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Yarra Valley Water is constructing new sewer 

services to previously unsewered parts of 

Manningham.   

 

This new sewer service was recently 

completed in the suburbs of Templestowe, 

Wonga Park and Warrandyte. Sewerage 

services are currently being constructed in 

Donvale and Yarra Valley Water is 

undertaking an innovative project to deliver 

sewerage services to the Park Orchards 

community.  

 

Where the new sewer has been provided 

properties which do not effectively contain 

their waste water on site (including split 

systems) are obliged to connect to this new 

service. If residents connect to a new sewer 

service within 12 months of the sewer  

 

 

becoming available the normal contribution fee 

of $500 will be waived.  

 

As a result a large proportion of properties are 

connecting to the new sewer service.  

Properties connected to the new reticulated sewer 

Manningham Community Monitoring Network 

10 Years of Waterwatch 

Yarra Valley Water Community Sewer Project 
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Sewer Under Construction Damselfly  

Park Orchard and Donvale Sewer Project 

Yarra Valley Water is constructing a new sewer 

service to properties in Donvale and are 

undertaking an innovative trial project to deliver 

sewerage services to over 1,200 residents in 

the Park Orchards area.   

 

The trial project in Park Orchards aims to 

understand alternative approaches to 

managing wastewater in unsewered areas.  

 

The project is evaluating the potential to 

maximise on-site irrigation of wastewater by 

upgrading existing septic systems or installing 

new ones where required. 

 

Should the trial be successful Yarra Valley 

Water will consider using this approach where 

practical as an alternative to connecting them 

to a sewer pipeline. 

 

Where properties donôt have enough space to  

accommodate a modern septic system  (e.g. 

Park Orchard shopping precinct) a new sewer 

service will be provide. Construction of this new 

sewer service has begun.   

 

For further information on the Yarra Valley 

Water Community Sewerage program visit: 

www.yvw.com.au/parkorchards.  

Manningham Community Monitoring Network 

10 Years of Waterwatch 
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