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RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LWilliamson’s Dairy FarmWilliamson’s Dairy Farm

supplying milk to dairies in Doncaster, Box Hill,
Mitcham, Balwyn and East Kew and cream to 
butter factories in East Melbourne and Fitzroy. 
Hand milking continued until 1939 when a
Boltie-Simplex milking machine was introduced.

Crops grown on the farm included oats,
field peas, millet, maize and hay, which were all
used as fodder for the dairy cattle and horses. 

This section of the park bordered by Church
Road, King Street, the Boulevarde and the
row of Monterey Pines used to form part of

the Williamson family’s ‘Springfield’ dairy farm.
Robert Williamson arrived in Victoria 

from Scotland in 1854 with his new, young wife
Elizabeth. In 1855, he took charge of the Carlton
Estate in the Parish of Bulleen and acted as Bailiff

of it for 15 years. In1858, when the estate
was subdivided, he bought 250 acres of
it, including 100 acres in Middle Road
(now Williamsons Road) for £746,
where he established ‘Springfield’
farm and raised his 12 children. 

In 1863, Robert Williamson was 
i  elected a Bulleen Shire Councillor and 

later became a Justice of the Peace.
The Williamson family continued dairying

operations until 1969 with a mixed dairy herd of
jerseys, guernseys, shorthorns and fresians, 

Robert Williamson

Loading hay onto a horse-drawn lorry in the 1920s, looking
east with Church Road at the far side of the distant paddock.

Bob Williamson, Robert’s
grandson, in1992, with two
pieces of equipment used 
on his Doncaster farm. 
These items are now part of
a machinery museum at
Jondaryan in Queensland. 

The Williamson dairy farm in 1968, looking south-west
towards Shoppingtown from Church Rd north of King St.
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1 The Old Pear Tree
2 Waldau Village
3 Friedensruh
4 The Thiele Orchard
5 Gordon Crouch House
6 Ruffey Creek
7 Old Bullock Track Ford
8 Woodcutters & Coke Burners
9 Monterey Pine Windbreaks
10 Magic Mountain

11 The Tully Orchard
12 The Crouch Orchard
13 Williamson’s Dairy Farm
14 Remnant Woodlands
15 Wurundjeri Willam
16 Old Mudstone Quarries
17 Finger’s Bunya Pines
18 Old Cart Track
19 Schramm’s Cottage & Museum
20 Victoria (Bismarck) Street

A fascinating walking trail of 20 sites of local historic interest:
13
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RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LRemnant WoodlandsRemnant Woodlands
Species in the Park’s Remnant Woodlands

Trees
Yellow Box Eucalyptus melliodora
Red Stringybark Eucalyptus macrorhycha
Mealy Stringybark Eucalyptus cephalocarpa
Narrow Leaf Peppermint Eucalyptus radiata
Long-Leaf Box Eucalyptus goniocalyx
Swamp Gum Eucalyptus ovata
Black Wattle Acacia mearnsii
Blackwood Acacia melanoxylon
Lightwood Acacia implexa
Cherry Ballart Exocarpos cupressiformis
Shrubs
Sweet Bursaria Bursaria spinosa
Hedge Wattle Acacia paradoxa
Tree Violet Hymenanthera dentata
Ferns
Austral Bracken Pteridium esculentum
Grasses, Lilies, Herbs
Weeping Grass Microlaena stipoides
Kangaroo Grass Themeda triandra
Pale Flax-lily Dianella longifolia
Wattle Mat-lily Lomandra filiformis
Variable Sword-sedge Lepidosperma laterale
Bidgee-Widgee Acaena novae-zealandiae

The area of indigenous vegetation immediately
below is one of the last remaining areas of
relatively undisturbed natural vegetation to

be found in Ruffey Lake Park. 
The remaining eucalypt woodlands in

the Park have characteristics in common with
Box Stringybark Woodlands and Yellow Box
Grassy Woodlands, once typical of this region.
The eucalypt canopy is in reasonable condition
but the shrub layer is markedly depleted and the
field layer is severely depleted.

The remnant riparian (or streamline)
vegetation along Ruffey Creek is characteristic 
of Swamp Gum Woodland dominated by Swamp
Gum and Swamp Paperbark, which would have
formerly occurred along much of Ruffey Creek.

Several areas of the Park are now being
managed to encourage the regeneration of the
native species and understorey vegetation and it is
imperative that these areas remain undisturbed.

Above: View south-west
over remnant bushland
and Ruffey Creek toward
Hummel’s Tower, 1910.
Right: Hummel’s Tower
(built in 1879 and 87m
high)and Doncaster
Primary School, Main
Road Doncaster, 1900.  Re
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RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LWurundjeri WillamWurundjeri Willam
birds’ eggs and plant foods – such as the
bulb-like roots of the Murnong (yam daisy),
the Cherry Ballart, Prickly Currant Bush and
Austral Bracken – and made string, digging
sticks and stone tools. 

Meanwhile, the men would hunt for
kangaroos, wallabies, wombats, bandicoots,
koalas, rats and snakes using wooden spears
with bone tips, and trap emus, wild turkeys,
waterfowl and birds with nets and snares. 

In 1853, the last of the Wurundjeri
clan were moved to a reserve at Pound Bend
near Warrandyte, then a few years later to
the Coranderrk Reserve in Healesville and
to the Lake Tyers Reserve in East Gippsland.

Today, the Aboriginal heritage of this
region is under the custodianship of the
Coranderrk Koori Co-operative of Healesville,
among whom are descendants of the
Wurundjeri willam clan.

Before European settlement, the land
ithat is now Ruffey Lake Park belonged
ito the Wurundjeri willam clan of

Aboriginal people, who occupied the land
south of the Yarra River, from Gardiners
Creek to the north of the Dandenongs.

Wurundjeri willam translates as 
‘white gum tree dwellers’ – the white gum
being the Manna gum (Eucalyptus viminalis).
The Wurundjeri willam spoke Woiwurung,
a dialect of the Eastern Kulin language.

The Yarra River and its tributaries,
including Ruffey Creek, were the life-source
of the Wurundjeri, who moved across the
river flats and along the creeks according to
the seasons and the availability of food.

In a typical day, women and children
would fish using spears, traps, nets and
made from bark, rushes and reeds. They
also gathered and prepared grubs, insects,  

Aboriginal campsite in the Yarra region, taken by
Fauchery & Daintree between 1857 and 1859.
Campsite layouts followed a strict pattern and each
section had its own fire. Note the scarred trees
where bark has been removed for making a canoe,
shield or mia-mia (shelter); the possum skin rug;
wooden spears (left front) and the dingoes – an
integral part of Aboriginal life. The men’s blankets
and man’s hat are evidence of European contact.

Baskets 
made by
Wurundjeri women
using bark fibres 
and reed leaves.
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Ruffey Lake Park sits on thick beds of Silurian-aged mudstone
with minor beds of finer sandstone and occasional conglomerite,
which were laid down deep under the ocean some 420 million

years ago. Over time, these beds have buckled and fractured to form
the current rolling landscape, known as the Nillumbik Terrain. These
rocks can be seen exposed in several small quarries in the Park. 

During the 1850s, the mudstone from this quarry was used to
build several local houses, including part of Gottlieb Thiele’s house,
Friedensruh. In the 1860s and 70s, the rock was also used for road-
making but was found to be too soft and the quarry was abandoned. 

In 1930, the 
eastern quarry was 
re-opened  to provide
stone for rebuilding 
the chancel of the 
Holy Trinity Church of
England on the corner
of Doncaster and Church
Roads in Doncaster.

Thiele family picnic at the western quarry in 1905.

RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LOld Mudstone QuarriesOld Mudstone Quarries

Holy Trinity Church, Doncaster, 1886.
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The two trees seen directly ahead are
Bunya Pines (Araucaria bidwillii).
They were planted by early German

settler John Finger in about 1900, on each
side of a gate connecting his orchard to
the cart track on which you are standing,
which led up to Victoria Street (then known
as Bismarck Street). The tree on the left is
shorter than the other due to a fire shortly
after the trees were planted. 

The Bunya Pine is endemic mainly to
south-east Queensland, where it grows to a
height of 43 metres. Its pale timber is very
easily worked and is ideal for furniture
making as it can be sawn into wide pieces.

Finger’s Bunya Pines looking northeast over Ruffey Creek, c. 1915.

RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I L

The Aborigines of Queensland highly
valued the tree and called it Bon-yi Bon-yi. 

They regarded its large, sweet and very
nutritious seeds (extracted from the cones)
as a delicacy and ate them raw when young
and fresh, or roasted ripe seeds in ashes
or hot coals. 

Every third 
year, Bunya pines 
have a bumper 
seed crop and 
the Aborigines 
would travel long 
distances to gather 
for seed feasts.

Male 
Catkin &
Female 
Flower

Male 
Cone

Female Cone
(1/5 scale)

One scale from
Female Cone

Finger’s Bunya PinesFinger’s Bunya Pines
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RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LOld Cart TrackOld Cart Track

John Finger’s father Heinrick (known as
Henry) originally owned 50 acres of land on the
corner of German Lane (George Street) and
Bismarck Street (Victoria Street), where he built a 
gable-roofed barn in 1870. This barn now houses
an orcharding museum beside Schramm’s Cottage. 

View to the north-east over 
John Finger’s orchard from
the belfry of the Lutheran
Church in Victoria Street, 
circa 1900. John Finger’s
house Heimat is in the 
centre. George Street runs
across the front centre. 

This charming old cart track between two
rows of Monterey Pines was made by the
Thiele family in the 1850s in order to haul

loads of stone from the western quarry when
building Friedensruh in 1853. They also used
the track for carting timber, fruit and vegetables. 

A right-of-way over this track was later
purchased for £100 in 1890 by orchardist John
Finger, to enable him to cart the fertile soil from
the alluvial flats beside Ruffey Creek to his
orchard on the eastern side of Victoria Street,
on the present site of Reischiecks Reserve.

John Finger was one of the district’s most
successful lemon growers. His house Heimat
was built in the midst of his orchard in 1890.
This late Victorian, solid brick house can still 
be seen today between the athletics track and 
playing fields. Finger also built a large dam on
Ruffey Creek to provide water for his orchard. 

Dray used for carting stone.
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RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LSchramm’s Cottage ComplexSchramm’s Cottage Complex

Waldau Lutheran Cemetery
The cemetery is all that remains of the first 
wattle-and-daub Lutheran Church built on the 
site in 1858. The cemetery was officially in use
between 1854 and 1888, when it was closed due
to increasing seepage from graves into nearby
Ruffey Creek. Altogether, 80 children and 
45 adults were buried in the Waldau Cemetery. 

The Schramm’s Cottage Museum Complex
comprises the fully furnished Schramm’s
Cottage (1875) and its old world garden,

the Pioneer Orcharding Museum housed in
Henry Finger’s Barn (1870), Atkin’s Orchard
Cottage (1870s), the Box Hill-Doncaster Tram
Replica and the Waldau Lutheran Cemetery. 

Schramm’s Cottage
Built for Pastor Max von Schramm and
his wife Kate in 1875 in Doncaster
Road beside the present site of the
municipal offices, Schramm’s Cottage
was rebuilt at its current site in 1975.

The cottage provides a picture of life in
t the pioneering days of the late 1800s.  

Pioneer Orcharding Museum
Henry Finger’s 1870s Barn houses a fascinating
collection of implements and machinery used on
local orchards, with photographs and displays
showing the history of local pioneer orchardists. 

Box Hill-Doncaster Electric Tram
A full size replica of Australia’s first electric
tram, which ran through orchards and 
paddocks between Box Hill and Doncaster,
from 1889 to 1896, when it was closed due
to lack of use during
the Depression. Tram
Road was later built
along the tram route.  

Muriel Green Drive, 70m sth off Victoria St.
Open Sundays and Public Holidays 2-5pm.

Max von Schramm
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RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LVictoria (Bismarck) StreetVictoria (Bismarck) Street

The road we know today as Victoria Street
has been known by various names over its
relatively short lifetime. The dirt tracks in

this vicinity – called Waldau or ‘a clearing in the
forest’ by its mostly German-speaking settlers –
were initially given German names. 

Victoria Street was named Bismarck Street,
while on early maps it was shown as Government
Road. George Street was Waldau Lane to the
German settlers and German Lane to the English
settlers. King Street was known as Wilhelm Street.

In 1916, during World War I, all German-
sounding names were changed following a 
petition to Council led by German Lutheran 
descendant Mr Fred Zerbe, who wanted to prove
his allegiance to the British Crown.

The names of pioneer families are reflected
in the names of many local streets and reserves –
Thiele, Aumann, Zerbe, Fromhold, Dehnert,
Zander, Rieschiecks, Hanke, Crouch, Serpell, Tully. 1905 view south along Bismarck (Victoria)

Street, with Trinity Lutheran Church.

1895 view from the roof of the Trinity Lutheran Church looking north along Bismarck Street (Victoria Street). The Lutheran Cemetery 
and old Waldau Church site (now the site of Schramm’s Cottage) is in the centre. Ruffey Lake Park land is on the left of the road.

1905 view north along Bismarck (Victoria)
Street from Trinity Lutheran Church.

1920 view south along Victoria Street 
from the Waldau Cemetery.
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Map Legend
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This old Black Achan pear tree
is over one hundred and thirty
years old and is one of the

first fruit trees to be planted in the
Doncaster area. 

The young pear tree was 
purchased from the Cole Nurseries in
Hawthorn and planted in this position
by Gottlieb Thiele in the 1860s. 

It still bears
fruit and stands
today as a living
memorial to the
119 varieties of
fruit trees once
grown on the
Thiele orchard.  

Gottlieb Thiele’s old pear tree with Friedensruh behind, 1973.

RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LThe Old Pear TreeThe Old Pear Tree

Thiele fruit-case label

APPLES
Rymer
Rome Beauty
Munroes Favourite
Morgans Seedling
Jonathan
Rokewood
Stone Rippen
Reinette du Canada
Duke of Clarence
Northern Spy
Prince Bismarck
Emperor Alexandra
Stewarts Seedling
Five Crown
Pomme de Neige
Staymans Winesap
Williams Favourite
Alfriston
Statesman
Coxs’ Orange Pippin
Granny Smith
Golden Delicious
Gravenstein

APRICOTS
Blenheim
Moor Park
Uhlan Early

#A plum tree was set aside 
for testing new varieties and
contained over 26 varieties.

*Pear varieties top grafted 
to Packhams Triumph.

CHERRIES
Early Gean
Biggareau White
Biggareau Black
Burgsdorf Seedling
Black Eagle
Bedford Prolific
Eagles Seedling
St. Margaret
St. Florence

GRAPES
Gordo Blanco
Black Muscat
Golden Chassellas
Black Hamburg
Lady Finger
Red Prince
Champion Muscat

LEMONS
Eureka
Lisbon

LOQUATS
Heards Mammoth
Golden Shoreland
Thames Pride

NECTARINES
Gold Mine

ORANGES
Washington Navel
St. Michael

PEARS
Williams Bon Cretian
Black Achan
Jargonelle*
Broom Park*
Cryshan*
Vicar of Winkfield*
Honey Pear*
Cologne*
Golden Beurre*
L’Inconnue*
Uvadale St. Germain*
Beurre de Capimont*
Beurre Bosc
Beurre Clairgau*
Durandeau*
Marie Louise*
Doyonne Bossuch*
Maitre Lepine*
Winter Cole
Winter Nelis
Packhams Triumph
Beurre de Anjou
Josephine
Keiffers Hybrid*
Winter Bartlett*
Doyonne de Comice
Claps Favourite*
Backhouse
Bergomot*
Howell*
Brown Beurre*

PRUNES
Fellemburg
Damson

PEACHES
Louise Crognet
Amsdens June
Le Vanquer
Highs Early Canada
Brigs Red May
Zerbe
Wiggens
Auntie Becky
Ireland
Perigrin
Thieles Cling
Royal George
Early Crawford
Late Crawford
Elburta
Millicent
Hales Early

PLUMS#

Santa Rosa
Angelena
Golden Drop
Jefferson
Wixon
Satsuma
Narrabeen
Diamond
October Purple
Ballena
Green Gage
Cherry Plum
Grand Duke
Formosa
President

Fruit Grown on the Thiele Orchard
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RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LWaldau VillageWaldau Village
Remaining Waldau Village Sites
Friedensruh 10 Waldau Court
The first rooms of the house were built in 1853 for
orchardist Johann Gottlieb Thiele by his brother Gottfried,
using mud, timber laths, shingles and stone from the
property. (Refer Friedensruh & Thiele Orchard markers)
Schramm’s Cottage  Muriel Green Drive
Built in 1875 using local stone for Max von Schramm,
school master and later Lutheran Church pastor, near the
present Municipal Offices in Doncaster Road. Relocated in
1975 to the site of the first Lutheran Church and Cemetery
on Waldau Hill. (Refer Schramm’s Cottage marker)
Heimat Reischiecks Reserve, George Street
Built in 1890 for orchardist John Finger by George
Fankhauser in simple late Victorian style using solid brick.
Trinity Lutheran Church 53 Victoria Street
Designed by John A.B. Koch and built in 1892. Red brick
with rendered dressings, slate roof and timber bellcote.
Fromhold 176 George Street
Built in 1897 in the Italianate style using polychromatic
brick for orchardist Henry Fromhold to replace the house
built by his father Heinrich in the 1850s. 
Dehnert 88-90 George Street
Built in 1897 by Reinhold Dehnert, who came to Waldau
in 1860. Rendered brick with vermiculated quoins.

In 1853, four German pioneers – Johann
Gottlieb Thiele, John Friederich Straube,
Johann Gottlieb Hilbrig and John Walther –

bought land in the vicinity of Victoria and George
Streets (then called Bismarck and German Lane). 

Other German families followed and soon
a closely knit community was established which
they called Waldau, meaning ‘a clearing in the
forest’ in German. Early rate records of Doncaster
refer to these settlers at Waldau as ‘gardeners’. 

These German Lutheran families regarded
worship as an integral part of family life. They
built a wattle and daub church in 1858 on Waldau
Hill, where Schramm’s Cottage stands today.     

The German and English communities
assimilated well. They shared the church on
Sundays and families of both origins inter-married
over the years. Orchardists, regardless of their
national background, were always ready to offer
support for one another in times of family need.

Sketches by Eugen von Guerard dated May 1859 of the German
Lutheran Church (above) and Straube’s House (below) at Waldau.

Photograph of the original Lutheran Church on Waldau Hill, taken
by Alfred Thiele from the verandah of Friedensruh in about 1870.
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F riedensruh – ‘peace and rest’ – was the
home of pioneer orchardist Johann Gottlieb
Thiele, his wife Phillipine and their family.

It is the oldest surviving home in Doncaster.
The original sitting room, bedroom,

attic and detached kitchen with
underground tank were built in
1853 by Gottlieb’s brother
Gottfried using mud and lath
construction. The

original shingles cut
from the property
remain under the

existing roof. Additions of a
cellar, bedroom and loft were
also built by Gottfried, a stone-
mason, using stone from
the property’s quarries
beside Ruffey Creek. 

‘Friedensruh’ in 1910. On the left is an old Cedar (Cedrus Deodara), 
a gift from Baron Ferdinand von Müeller, planted about 1862.

RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LFriedensruhFriedensruh

Gottlieb Thiele In the 1860s, as the family grew, a lounge-
room, bedroom, entrance hall, new kitchen and
verandah were added. In 1898, a new kitchen was
built, the previous kitchen became a diningroom,
and the rear sections were linked under one roof.

Friedensruh, classified by the National Trust
and listed on the Register of Historic Buildings for
Victoria, is still occupied by Gottlieb’s descendants. 

Phillipine Thiele (80) and
grand-daughter Selma (1) 
on their birthdays in 1903.

1 Internal detail of attic showing mud and lath walls 
(similar to wattle-and-daub) and timber roof shingles.

2 The laundry at the rear of the house, built of stone in 
the 1860s. The boys slept in the overhead garret room.

3 Restoration work on the original south wall was 
painstakingly completed by Gottlieb’s descendants in 
1988 under the supervision of Heritage Victoria. 

4 View into the cellar, showing the original stone-work.

1

3
2
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RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LThe Thiele OrchardThe Thiele Orchard

Outbuildings were added over the years.
These included a barn where vehicles were kept
and fruit was packed and cool-stored for market, 
stables for work horses, accommodation for
labourers who lived on the property and implement
sheds. Most of these buildings remain today.

The famous Thiele’s
Cling Peach was propaga-
ted by Frederick Thiele,
Gottlieb’s son, in 1893.

1 The Thiele Orchard and outbuildings, circa 1900. 
The Lutheran Church is visible between the buildings.

2 Horse-drawn wagons loaded with cases of fruit ready 
for the trip to the coolstores, circa 1900.

3 Packing peaches on the nearby Gedye orchard in 1928.
Fred Gedye, Gottlieb’s great-grandson, enjoys a peach. 

4 Harvesting pears in the Thiele Orchard in 1920. 
5 The Thiele packing shed and barn in the 1920s. 

2

3
4

5

In 1853, Gottlieb Thiele – born in Germany
and formerly the military tailor to Governor
La Trobe – purchased 20 acres of land along

Ruffey Creek from Edward Quin for £180. By
1885, the family holding had grown to 100 acres.

After the back-breaking task of clearing
the land of its natural timber, Gottlieb’s first
farming pursuits began with wheat and vegetable
growing, followed by berries, grape vines, 
cherries and then fruit trees. He received much
of his early horticultural advice from Baron von
Müeller, father of Melbourne’s Botanic Gardens.

In the latter years of Gottlieb’s life, his sons
Edmund, Fred and Alfred built on the humble
beginnings of their father. As the orchards grew,
two large dams were built and steam pumps and
windmills were installed. The water reticulation
scheme was so successful it received Government
attention and was held up as a model for others.

1

1914 export fruit-case label.
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RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LGordon Crouch HouseGordon Crouch House
Yellow Box Grassland

The Yellow Box grassland through
which the present bitumen path winds was
originally part of the Thiele property, 
which ended at the Church Road alignment. 
This is where the orchard horses were
agisted, resulting in the disappearance of
all indigenous understorey vegetation.

While these remnant Yellow Box gums
are among the last in Ruffey Lake Park, all
are regrowth following the woodcutting and
charcoal burning period of the mid-1800s
(Yellow Box was used widely for fenceposts).

Yellow Box (Eucalyptus melliodora)
grows to 30m and is found in 
Victoria, NSW and Queensland. 
An excellent honey tree and 
koala food tree, it attracts 
honey-eaters and other insect 
and seed eating birds.

The existing brick house at the top of the
bitumen path was the home of orchardist
Gordon Crouch, great-grandson of Henry

William Crouch who, in 1862, first bought land
on the west side of Strip Road (Church Road)
to establish an orchard. 

Gordon’s house was built in 1954, to the
north of his father Archibald’s house, which was
built in 1917. The Oak Tree on the west of the
existing house was planted by Gordon’s mother,
Jean, in 1930 to protect the fowl house.

Gordon continued the Crouch orcharding
tradition and on his 25 acres grew peaches,
apples, pears, plums, lemons and tomatoes.
The last acres were planted as recently as 1955.

Archie and his son Gordon were both
keen cricketers and Gordon was captain of the
Doncaster Cricket Club’s first XI for 10 years.

When Gordon Crouch’s orchard was
acquired by Council in 1972 to be part of the 

View looking south-west up the path through the grove of Yellow Box Trees. 
The line of this earlier path was followed for the present bitumen path. 
The house on the right was built in 1917 for orchardist Archibald Crouch.

the Doncaster Municipal Gardens, Archibald’s
house was demolished and Gordon’s house became
the residence of the full-time caretaker. 

In 1988, the house was converted into a 
palliative care centre and hospice, and the tractor
sheds and cool store at the rear were demolished. Yellow Box
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RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LRuffey CreekRuffey Creek

Shown as Ruffley’s Creek, Raffley’s Creek and
Ruffey’s Creek on various early maps of the
region, Ruffey Creek was named after Arthur

Wiggett Ruffy, who arrived from Tasmania in 1837
to take up a cattle run at Bulleen which

stretched from the Yarra River on the
west to Ruffey’s Creek on the east,
north of a sheep station owned by
John Wood – the first white man to
settle in the area. In the following

year, Arthur Ruffy sold his run to the
Woods and joined his four brothers on
sheep runs in the Cranbourne area.

He also helped to establish the Cranbourne Inn.
In 1852, Arthur purchased the Dropmore

station near Yea. The township of Ruffy near
Seymour is a memorial to the family’s presence
in central Victoria. Ruffey Street and Ruffey Walk
in Templestowe and Ruffey Creek bear testimony
to Arthur Ruffy’s brief early venture in this area.

Arthur Ruffy

Gottlieb Thiele’s grandson, William, at the age of twelve, 
sitting beside Ruffey Creek, just east of Church Road in 1911. 

Ruffey Creek was a vital part of life for
the early settlers, providing them with fresh
water for drinking, washing, bathing and for
their vegetables, berries, fruits and crops to
sell at the Melbourne markets.

Ruffey Creek was also a source of fish,
and blackfish and eels could still be caught
in the 1920s. Minnows and carp remained
until the mid 1960s.

Families of Platypus
were also plentiful, living 
in the pools of Ruffey Creek 
beside the Friedensruh orchard 
and under the old Victoria Street 
Bridge as late as the early 1950s. 

With water quality gradually improving,
it is heartening to learn that Platypuses have
once again been discovered in Ruffey Creek,
more than a kilometre upstream from its
junction with the Yarra River. 
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This junction of Ruffey Creek and its tributary
was once the site of a natural ford where an
old bullock wagon track crossed the creek

and continued west up to Williamsons Road
(then known as Fergusons Road) to link with
Doncaster Road and the Yarra bridge at Hawthorn.

When gold was first discovered in Victoria in
1851 at Anderson’s Creek, later called Warrandyte,
the bullock track became a well-worn route between
Melbourne and the goldfields.

The rock reef that formed the creek ford has
since washed away over time, but the depression
formed by many years of constant wear by wagon
wheels and the hooves of bullocks and horses can
still be seen by looking directly ahead up the slope
towards the Church Road carpark. 

A bullock wagon typical of those used for transporting supplies in the young settlement of Melbourne.

RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LOld Bullock Track FordOld Bullock Track Ford
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By 1841, Melbourne had grown to 11,700 and land clearing
in surrounding districts was providing much needed fire
wood and sawn timber for the rapidly growing settlement.
During the 1840s and 50s, itinerant woodcutters and

charcoal burners camped beside Ruffey Creek to be close to a
constant supply of fresh water and fuel timber. They felled trees
along the banks and dug charcoal-burning pits on the eastern
slopes of Ruffey Creek, west of Church Road (then known as
Strip Road). Cut firewood was carted to Kew and Melbourne on
drays drawn by horses and bullocks, and brought fourpence to
one shilling per hundredweight (about 50kgs). 

These woodcutters and charcoal burners probably helped
clear the land leased by Ambrose Pullen on the west side of
Church Road from 1842 to 1854. Pullen was then able to grow
wheat on this land. 

Charcoal was in great demand for blacksmiths’ forges
and charcoal burning continued until the 1880s when coke
became available from gas works.

Early illustration of settlers clearing the forest, from the Australian Sketcher, 1880.

RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LWoodcutters & Coke BurnersWoodcutters & Coke Burners
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RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LMonterey Pine WindbreaksMonterey Pine Windbreaks

hindering their development. In these 
situations, the larger pines were removed
and their timber used for fruit cases, then
new seedlings were replanted in the gaps.

The early settlers of Doncaster and
Templestowe laid the foundations of a horti-
cultural industry which made the district
one of the most prosperous primary 
producing areas in Victoria by the 1920s. 

The pine plantings that remain today 
as visual landmarks on ridge lines and hill
tops throughout Manningham serve as a 
physical reminder of our pioneer heritage.  

These rows of Monterey Pines were planted
as windbreaks by the pioneer orchardists
to protect their fruit from wind damage. 
The Monterey Pine (Pinus radiata) is an

evergreen native to the west coast of the USA
(but not to the Monterey Peninsula as the name
suggests), with a life span of 100 to 150 years.  

Introduced commercially to Australia in
1857, Baron Ferdinand von Mueller, the first
director of the Melbourne Botanic Gardens,
distributed large numbers of young pines to all
parts of Victoria in the late 1850s and 1860s. 

The pines were easily propogated and
grown by the early orchardists as they were
quick-growing, drought-tolerant, disease-
resistant and well suited to the local soils.

As the pine trees matured, they became
a problem in some areas. Their roots would
encroach into orchard land, taking water and
nourishment away from nearby fruit trees,

1945 aerial photograph of the area, showing the extent and effectiveness 
of the Monterey Pine windbreaks in protecting the orchards’ fruit trees.
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Photograph taken in 1895 from the belfry of the Lutheran
Church, looking north up Victoria Street (then Bismarck St),
showing several young Monterey Pine windbreak plantings.
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RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LMagic MountainMagic Mountain

The native vegetation now seen on Magic
Mountain, including the Black Wattle (Acacia
mearnsii) has regenerated from seed brought in
with the excavated material from the original
Municipal Swimming Centre in the late 1960s. 

This small, vegetated hillock criss-crossed
with tracks has become a local landmark
popularly known as ‘Magic Mountain’.
It was created in the late 1960s during the

construction of the five swimming pools and car
park of the original Municipal Swimming Centre
in Williamsons Road, Doncaster (now completely
refurbished and known as the Aquarena).

Being ideal fill material, the clay overburden
was stockpiled here in readiness for the formation
of the dam wall of a lake that was part of many
unconstructed masterplans for the Doncaster
Municipal Gardens (now Ruffey Lake Park).

The ‘Mountain’ and its tracks had become
so popular amongst local BMX riders and park
users that when Ruffey Lake was finally built in
1996, rather than destroying this well-used feature,
clay material for the dam wall was brought in
from the site of the Eastern Freeway Extension
between Doncaster and Springvale Roads.   

Magic Mountain in 1974, looking south-west towards
Shoppingtown, when fruit trees remained from the orchards.

Doncaster-Templestowe
Municipal Swimming Centre
opened in 1969 (above) and 
the official opening of the first
indoor heated pool in 1970.
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Thomas Tully arrived in Australia under
assisted passage from Cargans, Tandragee,
Northern Ireland in 1852 and, three years

later, purchased a bush block of 20 acres at the
corner of Williamsons and Doncaster

Roads – now the site of Doncaster
Shoppingtown. Thomas and his
wife Jane had 9 children.   

In 1900, their son David,
aged 35 and his wife Esther, 

purchased 25 acres of land from
Thomas Petty on
Williamsons Road,

between Clancy’s Lane and
George Street (then known as
Bonview Road). The property
stretched down the hill to 
what is now The Boulevarde
Carpark in Ruffey Lake Park. 

David Tully and his son Cliff spraying apples in the late 1920s.

RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LThe Tully OrchardThe Tully Orchard

Thomas Tully Snr 

David and Esther Tully built their home on
the property and raised their family of 7 children.
They grew pears and apples as
well as ten varieties of peaches
in rows that ran down to a
large triangular dam in the valley
where the carpark now lies.

The Tully family was very active in the local 
community. Thomas Snr was trustee and David a
board member of the Doncaster Church of Christ. David & Esther Tully  

1 Digging out the swimming
pool at Doncaster State School
in the 1930s. Thomas Jnr and son, Lionel, are on the right.
2 Esther Tully, aged 60, sorting peaches with her daughter
Gertrude and daughter-in-law Dorothy Rhodes in 1931.

1
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David’s brother, John, was 3 times President
of the Doncaster Shire Council and Secretary
of the Victorian Fruit Growers’Association.

David’s son, Thomas Jnr, served Doncaster
State School for many years. In 1932, the 
Red Tag Fly Fishers’ Club – Victoria’s first –
used the Tully dam site for their meetings.

In 1966, the Tully orchard was sold for 
residential lots and the 6-acre dam site was 
transferred to Council by the developer. 
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RUFFEY LAKE PARK
H E R I T A G E T R A I LThe Crouch OrchardThe Crouch Orchard

Stanley’s orchard on Williamsons Road,
which included the ‘Dingley Dell’ home, was
passed on to his son ‘Harry’ (Henry), who grew
mainly peaches, pears, apples and quinces. 

In 1972, most of Harry’s orchards and
his cousin Gordon’s were acquired to form
part of Ruffey Lake Park. In 2000, the last of
Harry Crouch’s orchards were subdivided into
residential blocks. Today, the Crouch family 
heritage is perpetuated in local street names –
Henry Street, Stanley Drive and Crouch Court.

In November 1862, 42-year-old English migrant
Henry William Crouch paid Robert Campbell
£337 for 30 acres of land in Strip Road (now

Church Road). By 1882, Henry Crouch’s holding
had grown to 103 acres, bounded roughly by what
is now Williamsons Road, Clancys Lane, McCallum
Road, Church Road and a line drawn from Kolor

Way to Park Hill Way and Viscount Drive.
Henry cleared his new land and planted
an orchard of fruit trees. At night, 
by candlelight, he built a house using
wattle and daub and an old ship for his
wife Sarah and two surviving children

out of six – Henry Jnr and Percival. 
In 1863 with fellow Baptists, Henry 

Snr established the Doncaster Church
of Christ in Doncaster Road, which was to became
the focal point of their lives.

In 1883, Sarah died and at the age of 63. 
Henry Snr remarried and had four more children.

Henry Crouch, 1911

Horse-drawn Petty Plough on the ‘Dingley Dell’ orchard in 1942. 
Designed locally by Frank & Herbert Petty using the T-Model Ford 
car chassis, it was made by the Daniel Harvey foundry in Box Hill.

Doncaster School, looking east in 1900, where ‘Harry’ Crouch, 
aged 8, picked up an acorn in 1937 and planted it beside his 
‘Dingley Dell’ home. That acorn is now the Oak Tree before you.

In 1913, at the age of 93 and while still
working on his orchard, Henry Snr was killed in
a fruit wagon accident when the horse bolted.   

Henry Crouch Jnr served as shire councillor
for ten years and as shire president four times.

The Crouch orchard prospered and was
divided into parts owned by 4 of Henry Jnr’s 14
children – Stanley, Norman, Archibald and Albert.
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