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 Message from the Mayor 

Manningham Council�s vision is for a vibrant, safe and culturally diverse community 
that fosters participation, connectedness, harmony, social inclusion, health and 
wellbeing.  
 
Manningham has more than 300 parks and reserves which are valuable assets.  
Council is strongly committed to providing the highest standard recreation and 
relaxation facilities to the community, so they can be enjoyed today and by future 
generations.  Competing priorities and limits to development funding, means it is 
crucial that Council works with the community to produce Management Plans to 
prioritise the development, management and conservation of our recreational 
areas.   
 
Rieschiecks Reserve is an important recreation reserve in Doncaster East that 
offers the local and wider community a wide range of structured recreation, 
heritage and sporting facilities, opportunities and informal activities such as 
walking, jogging, exercising and playground use.  The Rieschiecks Reserve 
Management Plan 2012 has been developed in conjunction with the local 
community and stakeholders to provide a guide for the future use, management 
and maintenance of the Reserve.   
 
I would like to thank the community for their contribution to the consultation 
process to date as it has greatly assisted us to identify the issues and opportunities 
that have shaped the development of this Management Plan. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GEOFF GOUGH 
Mayor  

Rieschiecks Reserve Management Plan 2012 
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Executive Summary 
Manningham�s Open Space Strategy (2004) recommends providing a Management Plan 
for reserves which have a range of uses and for which the planning is complex, including 
sporting, conservation, community recreation, linear parks and reserves of Municipal 
significance.  These recreation areas accommodate a range of facilities and services and 
/or open space areas with a range of uses and purposes including formal and informal 
recreation, landscape and environmental values. They are important community assets 
and due to competing priorities and limited funding, planning and prioritising the 
development, management and conservation of these areas is crucial.  Rieschiecks 
Reserve is classified in Manningham�s Public Open Space Strategy (2004) as Community 
Recreation Reserve of Regional significance. 

Rieschiecks Reserve, located in Doncaster East, is an important community recreation 
reserve serving the local area of Doncaster East and Doncaster as well as the majority of 
schools in Manningham and schools further afield through the athletics facility.  The 
German heritage of the district is represented well at the Reserve with the historic Waldau 
Cemetery and Schramms Cottage.  The orcharding history of the pioneer families is 
represented by Heimat House and remnant Pine tree wind breaks.   

Activities that take place at the Reserve occur both formally as structured recreation and 
competition including athletics, football, cricket, scout activities, indoor recreation 
programs and informally such as dog walking, jogging, exercising and playground use.   

Facilities within the Reserve include Schramms Cottage Museum, Heimat Centre, Scout 
hall/ senior athletics pavilion, playground, athletics track and field facilities, sporting oval 
used for cricket and junior football, sports pavilion, cricket practice nets, a large area of 
open space and various carparks.   

The Rieschiecks Reserve Management Plan includes an overview of the current uses and 
a guide for the future use which will be used as a resource document for Council officers 
involved in the planning, development and management of the Reserve. It will also be 
available for the community to access so that they are able to understand Council�s Vision 
for the Reserve and are informed of the scope of future works at the site.  The document 
sets out the uses, objectives and proposals for the Reserve, as well as plans showing the 
proposed development for the Reserve in response to the consultation with park users and 
local residents.  It proposes actions and budgets for developing and maintaining the 
Reserve.  It will be the basis for new capital works funding to enhance and improve the 
Reserve and associated infrastructure over the next ten years. 
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Map of Manningham highlighting Rieschiecks Reserve 
 

 
 
 
 
Following discussions with stakeholders, observation of trends and consultation with 
residents, the following objectives were prepared to guide the action plan for the future 
management of Rieschiecks Reserve. 

Objective 1:  PARK ACCESSIBILITY 
Improve physical access including pedestrian, cycling and vehicular access and flow to 
and through the site.  
 
Objective 2:  INFRASTRUCTURE  
Assess and improve the infrastructure for formal sport, recreation and community facilities 
within Rieschiecks Reserve. 
 
Objective 3:  OPEN SPACE and LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
Improve opportunities whilst retaining existing character for informal and passive 
recreation values at Rieschiecks Reserve. 
 
Objective 4:   HERITAGE VALUE 
Protect and conserve the heritage values of the Reserve for current and future 
generations.  
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1 Introduction 
Rieschiecks Reserve provides areas of open space, a sporting oval, pavilion, recreation 
centre, Schramms Cottage museum, cricket and football facilities, scout hall, playground, 
public toilets and carparks.  It is located across Victoria Street from Ruffey Lake Park.  The 
Reserve exists within one of the most populated residential communities within 
Manningham including four primary schools and two secondary colleges in a one kilometre 
vicinity.    

The Reserve is an important asset to the Manningham community and widely used by the 
local residents and local schools.  However, management achieving a balance between 
the structured sporting and passive recreation opportunities and facilities needs to be 
maintained. 

1.1 Manningham�s Open Space  
The City of Manningham is located twelve kilometres north-east of Melbourne and covers 
113 square kilometres. The municipality has a population of 119,190 residents (June 
2010, ABS Census) and includes the suburbs of Bulleen, Doncaster, Doncaster East, 
Donvale, Lower Templestowe, Templestowe, Park Orchards, Warrandyte, Wonga Park 
and North Ringwood. The Yarra River provides the northern boundary to Manningham and 
the Koonung Creek forms the southern boundary. 

The Manningham open space network covers 19.8 square kilometres and represents 17% 
of the area of the municipality. It comprises over 300 parks and reserves. The City has one 
of the largest networks of parks and open space in Metropolitan Melbourne.   

Manningham City Council�s vision for public open space is: 

�an open space network which provides a range of active and passive recreation 
opportunities in accordance with community needs, which is readily accessible, conserves 
and enhances the natural and cultural resources of the municipality, contributes to the 
local economy, and offers an amenable environment in which to live, work and visit for 
current and future generations� (2004 Public Open Space Strategy). 

Manningham City Council is involved in the provision of open space recreation 
opportunities because it believes that there are a number of benefits that derive from 
participation in, and provision of, a diverse range of quality recreation opportunities 
including social, health, environmental, urban liveability, cultural and economic benefits. 
Specific benefits in these fields include: 

Social/Health 
Environment is a major influence on health.  By providing high quality open space 
networks Council can create an environment that is supportive of health and encourages 
activity that reduces prevention of disease.  Activities within open space areas such as 
walking have health benefits such as improved cardiovascular fitness, lower blood 
pressure, stronger muscles and bones and decreased stress.  Open space areas are also 
social spaces that provide links with the broader community and encourage social 
connections. 

Environment 
Open space provides for important ecological aspects such as waterways, flora and fauna.  
Vegetation in open space provides habitat for wildlife and opportunities for people to 
connect with and appreciate nature. 

Urban Liveability 
Open space brings an aesthetic value to a neighbourhood by providing a �green break� 
between houses and roads. 
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Culture 
Open space can be a venue for cultural displays, festivals, programs and activities.  Open 
space can also have pre settlement or post settlement cultural and heritage significance 
associated with specific sites or features.  

Economic 
The economic benefit of open space can be measured in the spin-off effects of visitation 
and tourism and the role of high quality open space in attracting residents to Manningham 
and thus enhancing property values. 

1.2  Site History 
Until the European incursion into the region, its first people, the Wurundjeri, routinely 
moved around Manningham�s many comfortable sites in accordance with cultural patterns 
developed over many thousands of years.  In summer the river flats around the Yarra 
River were a very comfortable place for the Wurundjeri people to settle as food was 
plentiful, especially around the billabongs.  During the wetter colder season when the river 
was prone to flooding, they moved to higher country in the region with its abundance of 
timber and fur skinned animals.  Movement was a natural part of the settlement pattern for 
the Wurundjeri.  With the coming of the Europeans that pattern was gravely and 
permanently disrupted.   

Investigation into the potential existence of Aboriginal heritage sites of significance within 
Rieschiecks Reserve revealed there is no record of Aboriginal cultural heritage or of any 
notified places.*  Part of the study site has a Cultural Heritage Sensitive Overlay as it is 
located within 200 metres of Ruffey Creek (Refer Figure 1.2.1).  Cultural Heritage 
Management Plans are mandatory for listed high impact activities proposed in this area of 
the overlay.  As this relates specifically to undeveloped sites and given the extent of major 
earthworks that have already occurred in the Reserve, it potentially affects patches of the 
Reserve such as works proposed on the hillside above Muriel Green Drive and 
undeveloped areas of Schramms Cottage such as the south-west corner behind the 
machinery shed.  As there is no evidence of significant ground disturbance in this area, 
proposed works may require a Cultural Heritage Management Plan at the design stage.   

*Sources:  
1) The City of Doncaster and Templestowe � The Arch aeological Survey of Aboriginal Sites, Isabel 
Ellender 1991 

2) Manningham. From Country to City, Pertzel and Walters, 2001 

3) Manningham Planning Scheme 

 

Figure 1.2.1 Cultural Heritage Sensitive 
Overlay 
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European settlement commenced in the 1850�s predominantly by German settler 
orchardists and the small settlement was known as Waldau (which means clearing in the 
forest).  Over time, orchardists planted the large areas of Pine trees in the area that still 
exist today.  A Lutheran church, the first one in Doncaster, was built on the present day 
Schramms Cottage site in 1858.  Adjacent to the church was Waldau Cemetery, where 
approximately 150 burials took place between 1854 and 1888.  It is a rare surviving 
example of an independent denominational burial ground in the City of Manningham 
demonstrating the strong German/Lutheran history of the area.  The church was later 
replaced further south along Victoria Street.  Schramms Cottage, an historic stone cottage 
originally situated in Doncaster Road (at the site of the Municipal Offices), was relocated to 
the site of the original Lutheran Church building in Victoria Street in 1971.   There are 
Eugene von Guerard drawings dated 1859 of Waldau and the Lutheran Church. 

Like much of the City of Manningham, the area around Rieschiecks Reserve was 
predominantly covered in fruit orchards for over 100 years before residential subdivision 
began.  The Finger family owned and operated an orchard from 1870 to the 1960�s on the 
Rieschiecks Reserve site.   

Carl Heinrich (Henry) Finger (1831-1884) purchased fifty acres of land on the corner of 
Waldau or German Lane (now known as George Street) from Friedrich Straube (of which, 
a part now forms the current Rieschiecks Reserve), in addition to other land in Waldau in 
1870.  John Finger (1867-1942) built a house called Heimat on the land acquired from his 
father shortly after his marriage to Christine Hartwich in June 1889.  The house was built 
on the southern side of the large orchard property facing George Street where it still 
stands in Rieschiecks Reserve.  Finger’s orchards contained mainly lemon trees. 

John and Christine Finger had four daughters of whom their eldest daughter, Bertha 
Caroline and her husband Friedrich (Fritz) Rieschieck moved into Heimat continuing the 
lemon orchards.  Bertha Rieschieck died in 1965 and Fritz in 1968.   

Housing estates began to replace orchards in the 1960s and Council purchased the 
remaining ten hectares of the house and orchard property with the view to turn it into a 
public reserve in 1967.   

Further detail on the history of the site can be sourced from �Rieschiecks Reserve 
Conservation Management Plan, 2008.� 
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Chronology of Rieschiecks Reserve 

1837 First Europeans (including Major Newman) with pastoral interests in the 
general area. 

1853 Rieschiecks Reserve land is pastoral and Major Newman has a yearly grazing 
lease but no farmers were on this land.  First German settlers moved into the 
Doncaster area. 

1854 Year of first burial at Friedrich Straube�s private cemetery which later became 
the church cemetery for the Waldau community. 

1856 The name of the area known as Doncaster changed from Breslau to Waldau 
with the original street names reflecting the small community�s German 
heritage (i.e. Wilhelm St, Bismarck St and Waldau Lane). 

1858 Lutheran Church built (within boundaries of current Schramms Cottage site).  

1890 Heimat House built by Johann Finger, a German orchardist whose eldest 
daughter married Fritz Rieschieck.  

1914-18 All German street names in Victoria changed to Anglo Saxon names (King St, 
Victoria St and George St). 

1967 Land known colloquially as Rieschiecks Reserve but officially as George Street 
Reserve was acquired by Council.  Ruffey Creek running through this land had 
already been filled.  Residential subdivision of surrounding area began.   

1969 Doncaster Heights Junior Football Club established at the Reserve. 

1970 Owens Street Reserve acquired. 

1972-76 Schramms Cottage and other historic buildings relocated to its present site.  It 
is officially re-opened in February 1976.   

1973 Rieschiecks Pavilion constructed. Advisory committee formed. 

1974/75 Cricket club commences at the Reserve. 

1976 Doncaster Hockey Club becomes a tenant at the Reserve.  

1977 Scouts began to use the Rieschiecks Pavilion for their activities, the athletics 
track and field facilities were developed and the Doncaster Athletics Club, 
Doncaster Women�s Athletics Club and Doncaster Little Athletics Club 
commenced operation at the Reserve.  Reserve officially named Rieschiecks 
Reserve (from George Street Reserve). 

1980 Competition between the hockey and football clubs for exclusive use of the 
ground. 

1985 Council resolved to continue to maintain and upgrade Rieschiecks Reserve 
Athletics Track as a venue for local and inter club/school competition.  

1986 Scout hall and senior athletics building constructed jointly funded by Council 
and George Rieschiecks Association.  Two cricket practice nets constructed. 

1987 Last recorded meeting of the Rieschiecks Reserve Advisory Committee.  

1988  The Scout/athletics building was officially named �Victoria Street Activity 
Centre.�   

1991 Committee room/control booth for the Little Athletics Club constructed. 

1993 The Little Athletics Club, Senior Athletics Club and Council jointly funded the 
installation of flood lighting around the athletics track.   

1995 Council endorses Management Plan for Rieschiecks Reserve. 
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1996 Rieschiecks Pavilion partly destroyed by fire and refurbishment works included 
a first aid and canteen facility. 

1997 Upgrade of athletics track. 

1999 Doncaster Hockey Club relocated to Mullum Mullum Reserve.  Council 
considered redeveloping the playing field into three baseball diamonds.   

2006 Review of the 1995 Management Plan commenced but not completed.   

2006 Heimat Centre constructed which was purpose built for TRY Youth and 
Community Services.  The original Heimat House was restored. 

2010 TRY Youth and Community Services ceased operations from Heimat Centre.  
Flooding of athletics track occurred. 

2011 Donvale Doncaster Heights Auskick commences at the Reserve. 

 
Relevant Management Plans 

Rieschiecks Reserve Management Plan 1995 

The previous Management Plan for Rieschiecks Reserve was completed and endorsed by 
Council in 1995.  Revision of the 1995 Management Plan commenced in 2006 but was 
halted during the consultation phase and not completed at this time.   

The majority of recommendations from the 1995 Management Plan were implemented 
soon thereafter and work on the 2012 Management Plan has shown that similar issues to 
the 1995 recommendations still exist that include park traffic management, the effect of the 
facilities on the local residents and the public address (PA) system.  

The 1995 Rieschiecks Reserve Management Plan provided a 3-year capital development 
plan.  Works completed included: 

• Major upgrade to the athletics track and field facilities to bring the venue up to an 
acceptable competition standard for local and state meets; 

• Improvements to the Muriel Green Drive carpark with the addition of parking bays, 
security lighting and a sealed surface; 

• Provision of disabled carparking spaces near Schramms Cottage, Rieschiecks 
Pavilion and Heimat Centre; 

• Improved visual appearance of the Reserve with planting of trees and shrubs 
around buildings and along boundaries; and 

• Disbandment of the Rieschiecks Reserve Advisory Committee and for Council to 
directly manage the Reserve. 

 

Rieschiecks Reserve Conservation Management Plan 2008 

This plan was developed as part of the review of the 1995 Management Plan but was 
never formally endorsed by Council.  The aim of this report is to establish the cultural 
heritage significance of Rieschiecks Reserve and its heritage components and provide 
heritage policies and management guidelines to retain this significance.  This plan informs 
and guides the heritage recommendations of this Management Plan.   
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1.3 Methodology 
Consultation on the review and development of the Management Plan included: 

• An understanding of State and Municipal policy context (Refer Appendix 1); 
• Rieschiecks Reserve Resident�s Update and �Our Community�s Voice� Feedback 

Form distributed to 1141 residents;  
• Key stakeholder consultation including meetings with sport and recreation clubs 

and discussions with state sporting bodies;  
• Feedback from 12 schools/sports associations regarding the athletics facility; 
• Feedback forms sent to seven schools within a 1.2 kilometre radius; 
• Meetings with relevant Council officers and authorities (i.e. VicRoads, Melbourne 

Water);  
• An undertaking of demographic and use trends (Refer Appendix 3); 
• Analysis of existing conditions, risk assessment, use and facilities; 
• Concept plans for specific recommendations; and 
• A review of current management priorities and issues. 

The key stakeholders consulted included: 

• Local residents 

• Doncaster Templestowe Historical Society 

• Doncaster Heights Junior Football Club  

• Manningham Cricket Club  

• Doncaster Athletics Club  

• Doncaster Little Athletics Centre 

• Victorian Masters Athletics Club 

• Manningham Triathlon Multisports 

• 1st Doncaster East Scouts 

• Step into Life Doncaster 

• U3A Manningham 

• Manningham and non Manningham primary and secondary schools and sports 
associations (who book athletic facility) 

• Athletics Victoria; 

• Little Athletics Victoria 

• Kevin Heinze Garden Centre 

• Melbourne Water  

• VicRoads and 

• Bus drivers driving school groups to athletics facility 
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2 Existing Conditions 

2.1 Study Area 
Rieschiecks Reserve is owned by Manningham City Council and is located at the corner of 
Victoria and George Streets, Doncaster East. The main features of Rieschiecks Reserve 
include Schramms Cottage complex, mature Pine trees, Scout hall/athletics pavilion, 
athletics track, sporting oval, sports pavilion, playground and Heimat Centre.  It is 
proposed to incorporate Owens Reserve into Rieschiecks Reserve.   

Bounded by George Street to the south, Victoria Street to the west and residences from 
neighbouring streets on the north and east sides, Rieschiecks Reserve covers an area of 
approximately 12.6 hectares.  Rieschiecks Reserve has car/pedestrian access via five 
separate carparks and pedestrian access from Owens, George and Victoria Streets.  
There are also bus stops outside the Reserve on George and Victoria Streets, a shared 
path on Victoria Street and an on road bicycle lane on George Street.   

2.2 Land Tenure and Planning Controls 
Land Tenure 

The study area consists of four parcels of land: 

• 125 George Street (TP346009) acquired in 1967.  This property boundary extends 
onto the constructed part of George and Victoria Streets.  There are also two 
Melbourne Water main drains (George Street and Ruffey Creek) and a sewer that 
run underneath the athletics track; 

• 10-12 Owens Street (LP 85976) acquired in 1970;  

• 123A George Street (LP99673) acquired in 1974; and 

• 80-90 Victoria Street (Lot 1 TP122939) transferred in 1990.  This property 
boundary extends onto the constructed part of Victoria Street. 

Existing Planning Controls 
The study area is affected by two planning zones in the Manningham Planning Scheme 
reflecting the different purposes of the Reserve:  
 

• Public Park and Recreation Zone (PPRZ), 
recognising the majority of the Reserve for 
public recreation and open space, protect and 
conserve areas of significance, and where 
appropriate, provide for commercial use; and 

 
• Public Use Zone (PUZ5) in the north east 

corner of the study area (Schramms Cottage 
Precinct), specifically reflecting the use of this 
land for a cemetery.  The land now includes the 
museum and the cemetery which has not been 
active for more than one hundred years. 

      
   

 

 

Figure 2.2.1 Land Parcels Affected by Public 
Park and Recreation Zone (PPRZ)/ Zoning of 
subject land. 



 
 

Rieschiecks Reserve Management Plan 2012 Page 12 of 70 

           

The Special Building 
Overlay (SBO) was 
introduced into the 
Manningham Planning 
Scheme, June 2003 as 
Amendment C13. It defines 
land in urban areas liable to 
inundation by overland flows 
from the urban drainage 
system as determined by, or 
in consultation with, the 
floodplain management 
authority.   

 

Historically, the beginning stages of Ruffey Creek flowed from the east of Rieschiecks 
Reserve.  Nowadays, this water flow is contained in the Ruffey Creek drain under 
Rieschiecks Reserve and surfaces in Ruffey Lake Park.  The overlay identifies the extent 
of overland flooding during a 1 in 100 year rainfall event and identifies land in urban areas 
liable to inundation by overland flows from the urban drainage system as determined by 
the flood plain management authority (in this case, Melbourne Water).   This overlay 
effects construction within the sports field, cricket nets and athletics facility and the 
limitations are explained in further detail Sections 
6.4 Sports Oval and Cricket Training Nets and 
6.5 Athletics Track.   

The entire study site (excluding Owens Street 
Reserve), is affected by a Heritage Overlay (HO) 
in Manningham�s Planning Scheme.  The 
purpose of this overlay is to conserve and 
enhance heritage places of natural or cultural 
significance and ensure that development does 
not adversely affect the significance of the 
heritage place. A heritage place includes both the 
listed heritage item and its associated land.  

The subject land comprises a number of heritage 
elements which are included separately in the 
Heritage Overlay.  The Heritage Overlays 
include; HO69 �Heimat� at 125 George Street 
(covering all of Rieschiecks Reserve excluding 
land related to Schramm�s Cottage Complex).               

A section in the north-west corner of the site is also included as HO169 Schramms 
Cottage Heritage Precinct, HO173 Schramms Cottage and HO174 Lutheran Cemetery.  
The heritage significance of Rieschiecks Reserve is an important component of this 
Management Plan and actions reflecting the guidelines and policies of Rieschiecks 
Reserve Conservation Management Plan 2008 are put forward in the relevant sections. 
 
Proposed Overlay 
As part of Amendment C54 to the Manningham Planning Scheme, it is proposed to apply 
Significant Landscape Overlay (SLO7) to the entire study area as part of a wider precinct 
that includes Ruffey Lake Park.  Following Ministerial approval this overlay will  
 

Figure 2.2.3 Land Parcels Affected by Heritage 
Overlay (HO) 

Figure 2.2.2 Land Parcels affected by Special Building Overlay 
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acknowledge that Monterey Pine trees contribute to the landscape and conditions will 
apply in their management. 

2.3  Key Attributes of Rieschiecks Reserve Environs 
Residential Character 
Rieschiecks Reserve abuts residences to the north and east.  The area comprises 
predominantly low-density residential development of single detached dwellings on 
relatively large blocks of land.  However, there are increasing levels of one and two storey 
medium density infill residential development occurring.  The area surrounding 
Rieschiecks Reserve is affected by the Residential 3 Zone (R3Z) which is the most 
protective urban zone.  It is anticipated that only incremental development change will be 
occurring in this area.  Doncaster East is the most populated suburb of Manningham and 
houses 24% of the total Manningham population.  However, substantial residential growth 
is anticipated in DD08/9 (Design and Development Overlay) which is located as close as 
800m along Doncaster Road south of Rieschiecks Reserve and 1200m west along 
George Street.  This may impact club membership at the various sports and activities 
offered at the Reserve and casual use of the athletics track with a potential increase in the 
number of Reserve users. 

Community Facilities  

Ruffey Lake Park 

Ruffey Lake Park is located on the western boundary of Rieschiecks Reserve across 
Victoria Street.  At 68 hectares in size, it is considered to be the �jewel in the crown� of 
Manningham�s open space with a regional catchment serving the entire Municipality and 
further afield.  As well as providing two separate play spaces with access to all amenities, 
Ruffey Lake Park is well renowned throughout Melbourne as a popular dog walking 
destination and is used as a venue for many of Manningham�s major events.  The Park 
also forms part of the Ruffey Creek sub catchment area and is one of six drainage 
catchments of significance within Manningham.  This sub catchment area ends in 
Rieschiecks Reserve. 

Local Schools 

There is a total school aged population (5-17 year olds) of 4,797 pupils in the vicinity of 
Rieschiecks Reserve. This includes five primary schools and two secondary colleges 
which exist within 1.2 kilometres proximity to the Reserve. The schools are:  

• Doncaster Gardens Primary School, Doncaster East  
• Serpell Primary School, Templestowe  
• St Charles Borromeo Primary School, Templestowe  
• St Peter and St Paul�s Primary School, Doncaster East  
• Doncaster Primary School, Doncaster 
• East Doncaster Secondary College, East Doncaster  
• Doncaster Secondary College, Doncaster  

These and many other Manningham schools (with the exception of St Charles Borromeo 
Primary School) book the athletics facility for training and/or athletics competitions. 
Doncaster Gardens Primary School also books the sportsground on a weekly basis for 
various sporting activities and as an evacuation point for the school.   

Activity Centres 

The closest activity centres are Jackson Court (1 kilometre distance) and Donburn (1.5 
kilometres distance) Neighbourhood Activity Centres.  Westfield Shopping Centre is 
located two kilometres from Rieschiecks Reserve.  These activity centres are regarded as 
having minimal impact on the residents and stakeholders of Rieschiecks Reserve.   
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3 Reserve Utilisation 
Rieschiecks is a very popular and well utilised reserve providing a range of facilities and 
spaces to cater for formal and informal recreation activities.  The Reserve is highly valued 
by local residents for a range of uses most predominantly exercising at the athletics track 
and sportsground, walking with dogs, children or grandchildren and using the playspace. 
There are a number of clubs using the Reserve for formalised sporting and recreation 
activities including the historical society, athletics, football, cricket and scouting.   

A key function of the Rieschiecks Reserve Management Plan is to identify opportunities for 
improvements and upgrade of park infrastructure and facilities to enhance the park users� 
experience and reduce the impact of large sporting events on local residents. 
Opportunities for improvements and upgrades were identified through consultation with 
local residents and user groups of the Reserve and were considered in line with Council 
and statutory policy guidelines and availability of resources.   

3.1 Informal Recreation Activities  

3.1.1 Walking  
Consultation revealed that walking for 
exercise, with others and with dogs is a 
popular activity throughout the 
Reserve. The athletics track is 
particularly popular as it is open to the 
public at non event times with a high 
quality surface that absorbs impact and 
so many adults choose to walk or jog 
the track for exercise.   

 

 

 

 

Action 

• Continue to keep the athletics track open and accessible to Manningham 
residents and the public for informal track use and exercise outside of event 
use times.  

3.1.2 Dog Activities 
Manningham Council�s Domestic Animals Act 1994 Schedule 2 classifies the Reserve as 
an off lead reserve provided dogs are kept under effective control at all times.  Dogs must 
be on-lead at Rieschiecks Reserve within 15 metres of the children�s playground, an 
organised sporting event (cricket, football), an approved function or public meeting and 
within the Schramms Cottage complex.  Dogs are prohibited at all times from the athletics 
facility.  Ruffey Lake Park is considered by many dog walkers as the reserve of choice in 
preference to Rieschiecks Reserve. 

Action 

• Retain existing dog controls and update signage as appropriate. 
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3.1.3 Play  
There is one play space on the study site at Owens Street which caters for 1-5 years with 
junior play equipment, drinking fountain and park benches.  This was upgraded in 2008 as 
a need was expressed by local residents to cater for play at their neighbourhood park.  
The playground is not widely used and consultation identified the need for further planting.  
There are also unstructured play opportunities identified as being utilized by residents in 
the open space north of the athletics facility.  The issues with having the playground in its 
existing location are; it is not readily accessible for those attending sports events in the 
southern section of the Reserve and it duplicates the regional play space located across 
the road in Ruffey Lake Park.  Space is at a premium in the formal sporting precinct and 
there is not another appropriate area for formal play in Rieschiecks Reserve.   

Other play spaces in a 700 metre radius include Woodlea, Dehnert, Hertford, Grover and 
Kerry Reserves, catering for a range of ages with a wide variety of play opportunities.  
There are two play spaces located in particularly close vicinity to Rieschiecks Reserve.  
They are: 

• Ruffey Lake Park: The Victoria Street playspace located directly across from 
Rieschiecks Reserve is large and caters extremely well for a regional catchment 
with interesting play opportunities for all ages.  There is a pathway through 
Rieschiecks Reserve from Owens Street to Victoria Street and a safe crossing 
point on Victoria Street, both of which provide access for local residents; and    

• Dehnert Reserve: Located directly across George Street, play caters for children, 
2-10 years with formal play opportunities.  Dehnert Reserve is accessible from 
Rieschiecks Reserve with pedestrian lights on George Street.  

Residents in a 600 metre radius of Rieschiecks Reserve are very well catered for with 
formal play and informal recreation opportunities for all ages. Other nearby reserves which 
contain informal recreation opportunities include; netball, basketball and cricket at 
Woodlea Reserve, and basketball at Leawarra and Hertford Reserves.   

Surrounding Playspaces. 

  

Actions 

• Retain existing formal play opportunities that cater for the younger age group that 
compliment and not duplicate play at nearby reserves. 

• Plant additional shade trees around the playspace.  

Owens Reserve 
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3.1.4 Social Activities/Events 

 Relay For Life 

A local reserve provides an area of green open space to benefit those that live around it.  
Our open spaces not only provide areas to recreate, play, relax and appreciate nature they 
also provide important focal points for cultural and social activities and events within our 
local communities.  Rieschiecks Reserve provides a number of opportunities for events 
including: 

• Outdoor sporting events such as athletic carnivals and cricket matches;  

• Fund raising events such as Relay for Life; 

• Social events including private functions and activities at Heimat Centre; and  

• Heritage events at Schramms Cottage. 

The Reserve is generally busy with day-to-day activities booked through its various 
facilities and community events are generally held and well catered for at Ruffey Lake 
Park across Victoria Street.  The �Manningham Relay for Life� fund-raiser which takes 
place on the athletics track is currently one of the few community events to take place at 
the Reserve.  Doncaster Templestowe Historical Society also host events at Schramms 
Cottage to promote the heritage and history of the area.   

As the Reserve in general is so heavily utilised by user groups, there is limited opportunity 
to host community social events and activities.  However, there is an opportunity to 
encourage the local residents to attend such events and activities.  �Know your neighbour� 
themed events also assist building friendships and welcoming new people to the area, 
which in turn reduces social isolation and promotes tolerance and respect.   

Action 

• Investigate opportunities to include local residents in community events such as 
Relay for Life and heritage events at Schramms Cottage Museum. 
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3.2 Formal Recreation Activities 
Rieschiecks Reserve is well utilised by formal sport, recreation and cultural groups in the 
southern area of the Reserve (George Street vicinity) is at maximum capacity with 
athletics, football, cricket, personal training and Heimat Centre activities.  The following 
clubs have formal agreements with the facilities at Rieschiecks Reserve: 

Club Facility 

• Doncaster Athletics Club Athletics Facility, Victoria Street Pavilion 

• Doncaster Little Athletics Centre Athletics Facility, Rieschiecks Pavilion, 
Little Athletics Clubroom 

• Victorian Masters Athletics Club Athletics Facility, Victoria Street Pavilion 

• Manningham Triathlon Multisports Athletics Facility, Rieschiecks Pavilion 

• Doncaster Heights Junior Football Club Sportsground, Rieschiecks Pavilion 

• Doncaster Heights Auskick Sportsground, Rieschiecks Pavilion 

• Manningham Cricket Club Sportsground, Rieschiecks Pavilion 

• Step into Life Doncaster Sportsground 

• Doncaster Templestowe Historical 
Society 

Schramms Cottage 

• 1st Doncaster East Scouts Victoria Street Pavilion 

• Manningham U3A Athletics Carpark 

Athletics 

The four tenants of the athletics facility operate separately from each other and the juniors 
use separate clubrooms and storage facilities to the seniors.  Feedback from clubs and 
Council officers suggest many operational activities and facilities are duplicated and 
general efficiency would be improved if the clubs combined facilities and formed a 
committee with representative membership from all athletic clubs.  Benchmarking other 
athletic facilities that are similar to Rieschiecks Reserve demonstrates an overarching 
committee is the trend in athletics and effective method of managing tenancy 
arrangements.  A Council officer would need to facilitate forming this new committee. The 
benefits of forming a Rieschiecks Reserve Athletics Committee include: 

• Elimination of duplicating equipment; 

• Consolidation of storage and clubroom facilities; 

• Streamlining the communication channel to Council (one person is more efficient 
than 4 people); 

• Improved communication between clubs; and 

• Improved operational efficiency including maintenance, upgrades and 
programming. 

Action 

• Form a new committee with representation from Doncaster Athletics Club, 
Doncaster Little Athletics Centre, Victorian Masters Athletics Club and 
Manningham Triathlon Multisports. 

3.2.1 Doncaster Athletics Club  
The Doncaster Athletics Club is an affiliate member of Athletics Victoria and competes in 
Athletics Victoria�s summer and winter competitions.  These include 4-5 Shield 
competitions at Rieschiecks Reserve against other clubs on Saturday afternoon and 
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cross country competition during the winter months at other venues.  The 2010/11 
season had 140 members of which 70 were active members.   

The club has a seasonal allocation with Council for annual use of the track and a 
Licence Agreement for all year use of the Victoria Street Pavilion (formerly known as 
Victoria Street Activities Centre).  The Licence Agreement is currently in over hold and 
due for renewal.   

Action 

• Renew the Licence Agreement with Doncaster Athletics Club for use of Victoria 
Street Pavilion (until relocation to Rieschiecks Pavilion). 

3.2.2 Doncaster Little Athletics Centre 
The emphasis at Little Athletics is participation and skills development for children aged 5-
15 years.  There are six clubs that make up the Doncaster Little Athletics Centre: Bulleen 
Templestowe, Doncaster Heights, Doncaster Lions, Doncaster Saints, East Doncaster and 
Templestowe All Saints.  The majority of their 580 members live in Doncaster or 
Doncaster East.  The club has a Seasonal Agreement (1st October to 31st March) with 
Council for use of the athletic facilities and Rieschiecks Pavilion.  They also have sole use 
of the Little Athletics Clubroom for which there is no formal agreement or maintenance 
schedule.   

Action 

• Investigate a lease and maintenance schedule for the use of the Little Athletics 
Clubroom by Doncaster Little Athletics Centre. 

3.2.3 Victorian Masters Athletics Club Doncaster  
Victorian Masters Athletics aims to promote fitness, health and athletic competition among 
men and women aged 30 years plus.  The Doncaster branch of this organisation has 50 
members, with 25 active members.  Their annual seasonal allocation with Council for the 
track and pavilion allows use for competition Monday evening.   

3.2.4 Manningham Triathlon Multisports 
Manningham Triathlon Multisports has 30 members (all active) who have an annual 
seasonal allocation with Council to use the athletics track and Rieschiecks Pavilion all year 
for training purposes Wednesday evening.  

3.2.5 Doncaster Heights Junior Football Club  
Formed in 1969 at Rieschiecks Reserve with one team, the club now has 8 teams 
registered (2012) in the Yarra Junior Football League.  Doncaster Heights Junior Football 
Club was the first club to officially call Rieschiecks Reserve their home.  Their home 
ground is now Templestowe Reserve and they are a partner club to Templestowe Football 
Club (seniors), Donvale Doncaster Heights Auskick and Templestowe Auskick.  The club 
primarily uses Rieschiecks Reserve for training purposes, Auskick program and hopes to 
increase usage of the ground for competition.  The club has a Licence Agreement with 
Council to play on the sportsground and use of Rieschiecks Pavilion.   

3.2.6 Manningham Cricket Club  
Established in the 1960�s as Doncaster United Cricket Club, the Club was renamed 
Manningham Cricket Club in 1996.  The club has been at Rieschiecks Reserve since 1974 
and currently has three junior teams, three senior teams and a veteran�s team in the 
Eastern Cricket Association.  The club also operates a Milo �in2cricket� program for sub 
juniors with 15-20 members participating in the clinic. The Club has a Licence Agreement 
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with Council for the two cricket pitches on the sportsground and use of Rieschiecks 
Pavilion.   

3.2.7 Step into Life Doncaster 
The commercial franchise of the personal training business, Step into Life Doncaster has 
been in operation at Rieschiecks Reserve since April 2009 where clientele has grown to 
65 members in 2011.  While clients always meet at Rieschiecks Reserve, the group either 
uses the sportsground or walk/run off site around the local streets.  Step into Life 
Doncaster has an annual seasonal allocation with Council for use of the sportsground 
only.   

3.2.8 Doncaster Templestowe Historical Society 
The Doncaster Templestowe Historical Society Inc. was formed in 1967, given permission 
to occupy Schramms Cottage in its original location on Doncaster Road in 1968 and 
moved to Rieschiecks Reserve when Schramms Cottage was deconstructed and 
relocated in 1975. The Society manages Schramms Cottage museum, maintains a local 
history archive and promotes knowledge and understanding of the history of the local 
area.  The Society has never been on a formal tenancy agreement with Council and it is 
important for Council to formalise community groups� occupancy in Council buildings and 
to document an agreement that clearly identifies use and obligations of both Council and 
the group.   

The Doncaster Templestowe Historical Society is committed to preserving and promoting 
Manningham�s history and heritage.  In recognition of their services, Council now provides 
the Society with an annual community grant of $5,000.  This agreement extends until 2015 
and the funding contributes towards delivering educational activities, developing marketing 
material and conserving the historical collection.   

The Society is in the process of seeking accreditation from Museums Australia through the 
Museum Accreditation Program which, when completed, will make Schramms Cottage a 
nationally accredited tourism business.  Not only will this accreditation provide a 
framework to promote the museum�s achievements and meet industry standards for 
exhibitions and public programs but it will also recognise the museum nationally as an 
accredited tourism business.   

There are 130 members in this community group with all volunteers aged 55+ years and 
the majority of members 70+ years.  The group finds it difficult to recruit new members and 
increasingly, the bulk of the work is falling to a small group within their membership.  The 
hours of operation are limited by the number of volunteer hours available and the Museum 
is only open 2.00-5.00 pm Sunday and public holidays.  Maintenance of the buildings 
within the Schramms Cottage site has been a major concern with the Society since 2007.  
Council will undertake all major maintenance of buildings and this will allow the Society to 
focus on their role of educating the public and collecting and maintaining historic archives.   

Actions 

• Put the Doncaster Templestowe Historical Society on a formal tenancy agreement 
for use of Schramms Cottage. 

• Support the Historical Society towards gaining full museum accreditation through 
the Museums Australia Accreditation Program.  

3.2.9 1st Doncaster East Scouts 
Council is very supportive of the Scouts and recognises their contribution to our youth 
community. The primary purpose of scouting is recreation. Scouts cater for both sexes 
ranging from six years to 26 years.  There are 70 families involved making it the largest 
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Scout group in Manningham. They have a joey mob, two cub packs and a venturer unit. 
Usage of the hall includes; formal scouting activities held Monday to Thursday evenings, 
hall for general night time hire 4-5 times year, Mother’s group and brass band practice 
every Sunday. 

The 1st Doncaster East Scout Group share the Victoria Street Pavilion with Doncaster 
Athletics Club.  The building is owned by Council and the lease agreement which expired 
in 2000 is in over hold whilst being renewed.  A long term goal of the 1st Doncaster East 
Scouts is to offer a café style place for young people to access on a casual basis. This 
potential scouting activity would offer trained peer educators to be given the opportunity to 
develop their position in the local community.  

Action 

·  Renew the Lease Agreement for the Scout Hall (Victoria Street Pavilion). 

3.2.10 Manningham U3A  

There is no formal pétanque facility at Rieschiecks Reserve but Manningham U3A take 
advantage of a suitable site with the large granitic sand carpark with up to 20 players 
playing pétanque Monday, 9.00-10.00 am.  Manningham U3A is based at The Pines 
Learning & Activity Centre and has a formal annual agreement with Council to use this 
carpark.  This is a short term arrangement as once the carpark is sealed Manningham 
U3A will need to find an alternative pétanque piste that suits their needs.  ` 

Action 

·  Assist Manningham U3A to find an alternative pétanque piste once the athletics 
carpark is sealed. 

3.2.11 Kevin Heinze Garden Centre 

   

Kevin Heinze Garden Centre (KHGC) has been providing horticultural therapy programs 
for children and adults with disability or disadvantage since 1979.  KHGC is currently 
located at 39 Wetherby Road, Doncaster, at the SP Ausnet site.  KHGC’s lease expires at 
the end 2014.  KHGC requires a more secure site and is seeking a long term agreement in 
order to secure its future.  Council has been working closely with KHGC to identify a 
suitable new site. 

Many sites in Manningham have been considered closely and the northern section of 
Rieschiecks Reserve has been identified as the most suitable site for KHGC in 
Manningham for the following reasons: 

·  The space required by KHGC (approximately 4,000 m²) and site topography suits 
their needs adequately allowing for a community garden for people with 
disabilities, a sensory garden and a nursery area; 








































































































